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CRITIC’'S NOTEBOOK

At MoMA, a Musical Pioneer’s

Rainforest Squeaks and
Chirrups

David Tudor’s installation “Rainforest V (variation 1)” is coming
alive through performances by the artists who helped make it.
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jar, a vintage computer’s hard drive and more. Collectively they
become a kind of urban jungle, suspended like Calder mobiles with
the anti-utilitarian aesthetic of Duchamp readymades.

Then, as you wander around them, you realize: This jungle emits
noises, and they alter according to your proximity. You may also
notice that every object is fitted with a sound transducer, giving
each its own resonance. The box, the can, the jar — they’re all
acoustic sources, as if they were seashells. A window in the gallery
overlooks 55th Street, but the constantly changing polyphony of
“Rainforest” transports you quite elsewhere.

For the next three decades, Cunningham commissioned scores
from Tudor, always eliciting imaginative sound dramas. But this
first one proved a seedbed for Tudor’s imagination. The scenic
design of “RainForest,” after all, featured Andy Warhol’s “Silver
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Clouds,” whose theatrical interactions with the dancers inspired
Tudor: From the 1970s onward, he developed the material of his
score for various spatial setups.

One of those iterations, “Rainforest IV” (1973), was devised with
musicians who later became known as Composers Inside
Electronics. Three of them — John Driscoll, Phil Edelstein and
Matt Rogalsky — then realized “Rainforest V,” an installation
version that can play by itself.
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